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Knowledge, attitudes and practices regarding
hantavirus disease and willingness to
participate in a hantavirus vaccine trial in
southern Chile
F. Valdivieso ∗
Facultad de Medicina Clinica Alemana Universidad
del Desarrollo, Santiago, Chile
Background: Hantavirus disease (HD) in Chile is caused by
Andes virus with mortality rate of 35% and no speciﬁc treat-
ment. State-of-the-art research in hantavirus vaccines (HV) allow
envisioning candidate Andes vaccines in the near future. This vac-
cine/s will need Phase II evaluation in people at highest risk of
infection, such as rural inhabitants. We aimed to assess knowledge
of HD andwillingness to participate in a future HV trial in two rural
locations in southern Chile.
Methods & Materials: In Nov-Dec 2012, we performed a
cross-sectional oral survey inCurarrehue (39◦21‘S; 71◦34‘W;popu-
lation:7,706) and Corral (39◦49′S 73◦28′W; population:4,909). To a
random sample we applied a structured knowledge, attitudes and
practices questionnaire, regarding HD, vaccines and acceptability
to participate in a future HV trial.
Results: We interviewed 319 people from Corral and 321 from
Curarrehue, 62% female; 47% native Americans;mean age 50 years.
98% of subjects had heard about HD and 95% about the reservoir
“ratón colilargo”. 63% of women and 43% of men declared knowing
the symptoms of HD (p<0.000). 38% had adequate knowledge of
the mode of transmission of HD. 98% of the people perceived HD as
severe/very severe and 40% considered themselves or their families
at risk. 31% referred presence of rodents in their homes and 41% in
their storehouses. 75% trapped rodents without adequate precau-
tions. With regard to vaccines over 80% declared they help prevent
diseases and 93% would accept receiving a licensed HV. 58% of men
and 47% ofwomen (p=0.007)would participate in HV trial because
it is a beneﬁt and to prevent disease. Only 29% would accept their
children toparticipatewithhigher rejectionbetweenwomen.Main
reason for not participating is that a new vaccine is a risk.
Conclusion: Inhabitants of these locations have adequate
knowledge of the HD and of vaccines. They perceive themselves
at risk and fear HD and contact with rodents or droppings is fre-
quent. Acceptance of a licensed HV is high and nearly half would
participate in a HV trial. Further educational interventions may be
advisable to ensure informed voluntary consent for an HV trial.
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Current status of pneumococcal protein
vaccines: A systematic review of literature
J.L. Mathew1,∗, S. Singhi2
1 Postgraduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research (PGIMER), Chandigarh, India
2 Post-graduate Institute of Medical Education and
Research, Chandigarh, India
Background: The various limitations with Pneumococcal con-
jugate vaccines (PCV) have prompted a relook at Pneumococcal
Protein Vaccines (PPV). A formal systematic review of literature
is therefore timely and relevant.
Objective:
Toundertake a systematic reviewof literature exploring the cur-
rent status of PCV in terms of efﬁcacy, safety, effectiveness, and
feasibility for use in public health programmes.
Methods & Materials: A systematic literature review was
undertaken through multiple databases using the term ‘pneumo-
coccal protein vaccine’. All citations were screened for relevance
using a three-step process, examining the Title, followed by
Abstract, followed by Full Text. There was no restriction in terms of
study design, language of publication and nature of report. The out-
comes of interest were: (i)Protein antigen under study, (ii)Status
of research, (iii)Data on efﬁcacy and safety data, and (iv)Data on
effectiveness and feasibility for use in a public health programme.
Results: Preliminary search yielded 1114 citations. Current lit-
erature identiﬁed four approaches to identify protein antigens
for PPV viz (i)Screening the pneumococcal genome for potential
surface protein candidates and/or homologues of known viru-
lence proteins, (ii)Anti-genomics i.e. screening the pneumococcal
peptide library with human sera, and/or transcriptional analy-
sis to identify upregulated genes, (iii)surface proteomics; and
(iv)exposure of the pneumococcal surface proteins by killing the
whole cell and stripping the capsule. These proteins could be
used in a vaccine as a (i)standalone vaccine, (ii)carrier in a PCV,
(iii)combination with PCV, and (iv)protein antigen-based vaccine.
Table 1 summarizes the current knowledge about various PPV.
The potential beneﬁts of PPV include the expectation of (i)covering
all serotypes of Pneumococcus, (ii)protection against various stages
of infection i.e carriage as well as disease, (iii)protection from
all types of infection including disease, pneumonia, otitis media;
(iv)easier and efﬁcient manufacturing; and (v)lower cost. The chal-
lenges with introduction into a public health programme are:
(i)Determination of correlates of protective efﬁcacy, (ii)Balancing
potential effectiveness of PPV against multiple serotypes versus
lower efﬁcacy against speciﬁc serotypes, and (iii)Development of a
Regulatory pathway for PPV.
